Although the genus is well separated from related genera, its species are not easy to identify. Ben-Dov (1994) listed 118 species and many species, present in museums, still have to be described. The literature of this genus is scattered in journals and books which are not always well accessible. Although attempts for a worldwide revision are currently being made, this is hampered by both taxonomic and practical problems e.g. a considerable part of the species occurring in China and present in Chinese collections is described in Chinese. Description of this potentially economically important species could not await such a revision, and is therefore given here. For practical reasons the key includes only the species found in the Netherlands but in other European countries many other species have been found, both in greenhouses and the open.
The genus Rhizoecus is here regarded to include species with adults having either bitubular or tritubular pores (see, e.g., Ben-Dov 1994 , Hambleton 1976 . The terminology used in the key and the description is the same as in Williams & Granara de Willink (1992) Boskoop, 4.v.2000, Michelia sp, PD20006349 (1 slide, PPS).
Diagnosis
R. maasbachi can be recognised by a combination of characters of which the position, number, size and shape of the bitubular pores, the presence of the eyes, the short body setae, the six-segmented antennae and the number and position of the ventral multilocular pores are most striking.
Description
The description is based on slide mounted adults only including all type material and the measurements are given as ranges whereas rare or extreme values are in parentheses. The characters of the holotype fall within the range of the characters as given.
Field characters. -The body of the adult female is lightly covered with a white powdery, mealy, wax secretion; legs and antennae are pale brown.
Slide mounted characters. -Adult female holotype elongate-oval with almost parallel sides, length 1.3 mm, width 0.7 mm. Paratypes (0.8-2.3) mm long, (0.38 -1.2) mm wide.
Dorsum. -Posterior end of body with moderately developed anal lobes, each lobe with 3 apical setae of 80-90 µm long and at the border with two or three smaller ones, 25-33 µm long, and accompanied by a group of 8-12 trilocular pores. Anal lobes on a heavily sclerotized plate, slightly projecting, each plate with 3 setae of about 65-85 µm long and an outer row of up to 20 cells. Slender flagellate setae in bands across the segments but absent from intersegmental areas; lateral setae on posterior abdominal segments and on head up to 35 (m long and setae across abdominal segments up to 23 µm long, the shortest about 9 µm long (including basal-socket). Multilocular disc pores absent. Trilocular pores evenly distributed among the setae. Position of bitubular pores: 2-7 divided in irregular rows across segment I-VII; absent from segment VIII; 3-8 on head; 3-7(9) on each thoracic segment. Ostioles well developed, each with inner edges sclerotized; anterior pair posteriorly with 3-4 triloculars and 2-4 setae; posterior pair posteriorly with 4 triloculars in centre and two additionalones in corners; anterior side accompanied by 3-7 triloculars and 3 setae. Trilocular pores 2.5-3.1 µm wide, evenly scattered on surface. One type of bitubular pores present, each pore 2-3 times wider than trilocular pores, oval, 6.2-6.8 µm long and about 7.5 µm high. Tubular ducts absent.
Venter. -Trilocular pores less numerousthan on dorsum and scattered across thorax, 2.5-3.1 µm wide. Bitubular pores of same type as on dorsal surface; position: (0)2(3) on submargin of abdominal segments II-VIII, rarely one pore present on abdominal segment I; 0-7 present on head and 1-5 on each thoracic segment. Slender setae similar to those on dorsum. Setae concentrated on head between antennae and clypeolabral shield 20-25 µm and those on other parts of head and thorax generally 12-16 µm. Setae on abdominal segment VIII up to 30 µm long, on the rest of the abdominal segments predominantly 12-18 µm. Multilocular disc pores each 6.8-7.5 µm in diameter, present only on last 2-3 abdominal segments; 6-15 are present on segments VII and VIII and 0-2 (7) 
Etymology
The species epithet is named in honour of Mr. Koos Maasbach, the collector of the first specimens, in acknowledgment of his activities as an experienced field inspector of the Dutch Plant Protection Service.
Biology and distribution
The main host is Sageretia thea (Osbeck) M. Johnston (Rhamnaceae), which is a tropical deciduous tree with small leaves, that is exported from southern China and is very popular as indoor bonsai. In the Netherlands Rhizoecus maasbachi was found once on Carmona sp. (Boraginaceae), Michelia sp. (Magnoliaceae) and Serissa foetida (L. f.) Lam. (Rubiaceae). It has been regularly intercepted both in the Netherlands and England on imported bonsai (penjing) trees originating from China.
Key to the females of Rhizoecus
Only species found during interceptions or in greenhouses in The Netherlands are included. Kawai and Takagi, 1971 was frequently intercepted on bonsai trees from China since 1989 and was added to the I/AII European quarantine list (Anonymous 1998). In the Netherlands Rhizoecus albidus Goux can be regarded as native after it was found on roots of Ballota nigra L. in the field at Rhenen in 1982 (Jansen 2001) although it has also been found in greenhouses. All other Dutch species are exotics and are exclusively found during import inspection or in greenhouses. During import inspections small populations may go undetected, but are regularly found in greenhouses a few weeks or months later after importation.
